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Risk Assessment: GODSTONE                                    School Visits                                                     JANUARY 2021   


Farm Telephone Number: 01883 742546

Farm Manager: Nicola Henderson
Nearest Hospital: East Surrey, Canada Ave, Redhill, Surrey RH1 5RH (01737 768511)

Site Access for Emergency Vehicles: Main car park or delivery entrance

OS Grid Reference for Godstone: TQ3551
This table has been created to highlight the health and safety issues associated with school visits to Godstone Farm.  The list is not definite and should be used as guidance alongside each school’s own risk assessments and Health and Safety Policies.  There will be a brief welcome and safety talk with each group on arrival at Godstone Farm.

	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	Risk Rating
	Control Measures
	Actions required by teachers/parents/group leaders (GL) when at the farm

	Moving Vehicles in the Car Park


	Children and Teachers 

Injury from being run over by car or coach
	1, 3, 3
	· Coach directed to special coach park by group entrance to farm

· Godstone Farm member of staff meets coaches and escorts children on to farm

· Coach park roped off from car park

· Signs restricting speed limits to 5mph
· School groups are staff lead SGSL
	· GL to supervise children on and off coach

· GL to ensure that children stay together within their group

· GL to ensure driver follows GF staff parking instructions



	Trips around the Farm
	Children and Teachers

Injury from tripping on uneven surfaces 
	2, 1, 2
	· Children told not to run on the farm in safety talk 
· All pathways are kept clear

· Weekly checks for any new trip hazards which are either isolated or rectified immediately 

· High risk areas have been tarmacked

· SGSL
	· GL to adequately supervise and instruct children not to run on the farm

· GL to ensure sensible and appropriate footwear is worn

	Spillages in Toilets, Barns and Tearoom areas including hot drinks
	Children and Teachers

Injury from slipping on wet surfaces
	1, 2, 2
	· Regular monitoring of all areas

· Staff clean up any spillages. Signage, cordon and control

· Staff trained in how to serve hot drinks correctly 
	· GL to report any spillages to GF staff

	Moving Vehicles on the Farm 
	Children and Teachers

Injury from collision with vehicles
	1, 3, 3
	· Vehicle movement kept to a minimum at all times especially during farm opening times

· Farm staff trained for driving where children are present

· Drivers instructed to give way to pedestrians

· Speed limits restricted to 5mph

· Keys kept out of vehicles

· Staff inform children in welcome talk to listen and watch for moving vehicles

· SGSL
	· GL to ensure that children stay together within their group

· GL to ensure children do not climb into any farm vehicle

	Straying into prohibited areas
	Children

Injury from unidentified hazards
	1, 2, 2
	· All animal enclosures/hazardous areas are locked or securely fastened

· Areas that are not accessible to the general public are clearly signed and gated
· SGSL
	· GL to ensure that children stay together within their group

· GL to ensure children don’t enter prohibited areas



	Electrical Equipment
	Children and Teachers

Injury from electric shock, burns
	1, 2, 2
	· Electric work carried out and professionally maintained by qualified electricians
	· GL to ensure that children do not touch or interfere with any electrical equipment

	Loose/Escaped Animals
	Children and Teachers

Injury from animal such as crush/bite

Injury from slips, trips and falls
	1, 2, 2
	· All animal enclosures are locked or securely fastened

· Farm staff monitor areas throughout the day to ensure enclosures are safe

· Large animals are generally not moved during opening hours and if so are properly supervised and the correct equipment is used 

· SGSL
	· If an animal does escape, please do not approach it, move away slowly and alert a member of staff 

	Outside Play Areas/Equipment
	Children

From risk of falling, injury from protruding bolts or screws, cuts or splinters from poorly maintained equipment or safety surface, collapse of equipment

	2, 2, 4
	· Daily, weekly and monthly checks and maintenance of all play area equipment

· Annual inspection by an independent play inspection company

· New equipment is either bought from approved suppliers or made by us in accordance with EN1176

· All play equipment has an approved safety surface surround which is regularly checked
	· GL to supervise children while playing on equipment and play areas

· GL to be aware that play equipment may be slippery when wet

· GL to ensure children are adhering to all rules displayed

	Indoor Play Barn
	Children

From risk of falling, injury from protruding bolts or screws, injury from poorly maintained equipment, collapse of equipment
	2, 2, 4
	· All soft play rules are displayed

· Daily, weekly and monthly checks and maintenance of all play area equipment

· Annual inspection by an independent play inspection company

· New equipment is bought from approved suppliers 

· All play equipment has an approved safety surface surround which is regularly checked
	· GL to remain fully responsible for the children at all times

· GL/teachers will be asked to enter the equipment to monitor slides under the instruction of GF staff

· GL to ensure socks are worn on the equipment

· GL to ensure children are adhering to all rules displayed

	Blocked fire routes and emergency vehicle routes for farm and animals
	Children and Teachers

Injury from burning, smoke inhalation or crushing
	1, 3, 3
	· Adequate Fire Risk Assessment for farm

· Regular monitoring of all exits

· Competent staff to steward people off farm in times of emergency

· SGSL
	

	Un-authorised access and incorrect use of chemicals and medicines
	Children and Teachers

Illness from swallowing, injecting, skin or eye contact with harmful chemicals or medicines
	1, 3, 3
	· COSHH Assessment

· All areas where chemicals/medicines kept either shut away or locked from the public

· Only competent and trained staff use chemicals and medicines

· SGSL
	

	Incorrect storage and handling of food distribution to general public
	Children and Teachers

Illness through food poisoning
	1, 3, 3
	· Regular inspections of catering areas by local authority

· Competent catering staff with food hygiene certificates

· Farm operates the Food Standards Agency Safer Food Better Business Food Safety System

· Monitoring by Catering Manager and correct records kept for file purpose
	

	Inappropriate advice/treatment given in first aid
	Children and Teachers

By not having appropriate treatment


	1, 3, 3
	· Only staff with up to date first aid training attend incidents

· First aid supplies available

· First aid points clearly signed
	· GL to be aware of any medical needs their children may have and to inform Godstone Farm if necessary

· GL to ensure they have the correct medical equipment with them where necessary

· GL to inform Godstone Farm of any first aid incidents

	Fire
	Children and Teachers

Injury from burning and smoke inhalation
	1, 3, 3
	· Adequate Fire Risk Assessment for farm

· Emergency evacuation procedures in place

· Competent and trained staff to implement evacuation procedures

· Regular monitoring on fire risk areas

· Fire extinguishers where appropriate

· Clear fire exit signs where appropriate

· SGSL
	· In case of fire, GL should ensure that they and children in their care leave the building/area by the nearest exit and go to a safe place

· GL should then ensure that a roll call is taken of their charges

	Bees, wasps and insects
	Children and Teachers

Injury from stings
	2, 1, 2
	· These are natural inhabitants of the countryside.  Bees and wasps pose no risk unless provoked

· Any signs of nests are dealt with appropriately
	· If children are stung seek first aid from the nearest first aid point

· GL to inform Godstone Farm of any allergies

	Falling from climbing gates or fences
	Children

Injury from falls from height, cuts, bruises, breaks in limbs
	1, 2, 2
	· Safety talk tells children no climbing on fences or gates

· Where possible fences are designed to stop children climbing and lots of gates on animal pens have solid or mesh bottoms to prevent climbing
	· GL to supervise children to ensure that they don’t climb gates/fences or other objects

	Allergies
	Children and Teachers

Risk of allergic reaction from touching animals, animal feed, straw, nuts
	1, 3, 3
	· Food containing nuts clearly labelled

· Allergy folder held in the catering department with list of ingredients
	· GL must be aware of which children have allergies and remove them from that environment

· GL should not allow children to eat animal’s feed.

· GL should make sure they know the guidelines about allergic reactions and what to do if someone has an allergic reaction

· GL to inform Godstone Farm if necessary

	Weather
	Children and Teachers

Risk of sunburn, hypothermia caused by wet/cold conditions
	1, 1, 1
	· Staff aware of the risks and instructed to point out any concerns to teachers

· Sun hats, sun cream, ponchos all sold in the gift shop
	· GL to ensure children have appropriate clothing, footwear and sun cream for the weather conditions before they leave school

· GL to ensure children are using sun cream etc. throughout the day

	Children becoming lost
	Children

By lack of supervision whilst lost, leading to injury
	1, 2, 2
	· Correct ratios are advised 

· Lost child policy in place

· Safety talk
· SGSL
	· GL to have list of groupings and adequate adult/child ratios

· Periodic check of numbers, either in their groups or as a whole

· Count pupils on to coach and then count again (another adult) before setting off

	Tractor and Trailer Rides
	Children and Teachers

Risk of injury from careless use or untrained use or mechanical failure or falling from trailer


	1, 2, 2
	· Ride given along a farm track using a specially designed passenger trailer

· Trained driver supervises the ride 

· The tractor and trailer are inspected daily
· Passengers are expected to remain seated during the journey

· Drivers to give way to pedestrians at all times

· Safety talk
	· GL should ensure that children stay sitting down while the tractor is moving and help children down from the tractor when the ride has finished

	Animals
	Children and Teachers

Risk of injury from being bitten, kicked or scratched


	2, 1, 2
	· Staff demonstrate the correct way to stroke each animal and emphasise the importance of being gentle

· Children who are unsure are given space to watch activities from a distance

· Animals are selected for their docility and any that show signs of aggression are not accessible to children

· Animals fenced and gated

· Safety talk on arrival

· Warning signs animals may bite

· First aid available

· SGSL
	· GL must ensure that children wash their hands after handling the animals and especially before eating and drinking. 

· WET WIPES AND GELS ARE NOT SUFFICIENT

· A dressing should protect any cuts or abrasions

· There are several first aid points around the farm

· GL to ensure that children follow any instructions given by GF staff

	Animals
	Children and Teachers

Risk of illness from transferable diseases such as E-Coli

By hand mouth contact after touching faeces
	1, 3, 3
	· Look and See areas (no animal contact)

· Look and Touch areas (not recommended for young children who suck fingers unless with 1-to-1 supervision

· Hand washing facilities with anti-bacterial soap are located at exits to all animal close contact areas

· Hand washing facilities with anti-bacterial soap are located at regular intervals around the farm

· Adequate signs around the farm remind people to wash their hands and not to eat in animal areas

· Designated eating areas are provided away from animals and indicated with adequate signage

· Competent and trained staff advise children on hand washing, not putting fingers in their mouths or around their faces and not eating in animal areas at arrival safety talk and after animal contact sessions

· Staff check hand washing facilities are clean, stocked and records kept

· High levels of cleanliness around animal areas especially animal contact areas

· SGSL
	· GL must ensure that children wash their hands with soap and water after handling the animals and especially before eating and drinking. 

· WET WIPES AND GELS ARE NOT SUFFICIENT

· GL ensure that food or drink is eaten only in the designated eating areas

· GL to ensure that they wash their own hands before eating, drinking and smoking and only eat, drink or smoke in the designated areas

	Eating snacks or lunch
	Children and Teachers

Risk of illness from contaminating food after touching animals
	1, 2, 2
	· Safety talk on arrival explains importance of the children not putting their fingers in their mouths or around their faces whilst and not to eat in animal areas on the farm

· Designated eating areas are provided away from animals and indicated with adequate signage

· Adequate hand washing facilities around the farm
	· GL must ensure that children wash their hands with anti-bacterial soap after handling the animals and especially before eating and drinking. 

· WET WIPES AND GELS ARE NOT SUFFICIENT

· GL ensure that food or drink is eaten only in the designated eating areas

· GL to ensure that they wash their own hands before eating, drinking and smoking and only eat, drink or smoke in the designated areas



	Poor Hygiene
	Children and Teachers

From contact with harmful bacteria
	1, 2, 2
	· Toilet, hand washing and eating facilities provided in good condition

· Toilet and hand washing areas regularly checked and records kept

· Anti-bacterial soap and paper towels provided in all toilets and hand washing areas

· Adequate signage on the importance of hand washing
	· GL must ensure that children wash their hands with anti-bacterial soap after touching animals and before eating or drinking

· WET WIPES AND GELS ARE NOT SUFFICIENT

	Mini Beasts
	Children and Teachers

From bites and stings, injuries from lifting logs
	1, 1, 1
	· Verbal instructions from Godstone Farm staff at beginning of session to include instructions about each activity, how to use the equipment safely and how to handle insects and/or how to place in pot for closer inspection
· Demonstration from Godstone Farm staff on safe lifting of logs and stones, rolling where possible
· Adequate signage on the importance of hand washing and directions
· SGSL
	· A dressing should protect any cuts or abrasions
· GL must ensure that children wash their hands with anti-bacterial soap after the session

· GL to ensure that children follow any instructions given by GF staff


	Hog’stacle Course
	Children and Teachers


	1, 1, 1
	· All races are carried out by experienced staff
	· GL to ensure that children follow any instructions given by GF staff

	Pond/Duck Feeding
	Children and Teachers

From falling into water, drowning and ingestion of contaminated water
	1, 3, 3
	· The pond areas are fenced off, children stay behind fence at all times
· Signs warning of deep water placed round the pond area
· Verbal instructions given at beginning of session by GF staff

· SGSL 
	· GL to ensure children are supervised around the pond areas

· GL to ensure that children follow any instructions given by GF staff
· GL must ensure that children wash their hands with anti-bacterial soap after the session

	Pond Dipping
	Children and Teachers

From falling into water, drowning and ingestion of contaminated water

	1, 3, 3
	· Access to the pond controlled by fencing and closed when not in use

· Verbal instructions from Godstone Farm staff at beginning of session to include water safety, the activity, how to use the equipment safely and how to handle anything that is found during the session
· Demonstration from Godstone Farm staff on safe use of equipment and the correct way to pond dip

· Adequate signage on the importance of hand washing and directions 

· SGSL
	· A dressing should protect any cuts or abrasions
· GL must ensure that children wash their hands with anti-bacterial soap after the session

· GL to ensure that children follow any instructions given by GF staff

· GL/parents will be asked to assist during this session under instruction from GF staff 

	Child Protection
	Children, Vulnerable Adults and Staff
	1, 1, 1
	· Godstone farm staff never to be in a 1:1 situation with a child

· All staff interviewed by a manager and references taken up
	· GL must ensure that all children are accompanied at all times by an adult with the school group

	Covid 19
	Children, Teachers and Staff

There is a direct threat to health and wellbeing from transmission of the COVID-19 coronavirus while at work or visiting the farm
People can catch the virus from others who are infected in the following ways:

· virus moves from person-to-person in droplets from the nose or mouth spread when a person with the virus coughs or exhales

· the virus can survive for up to 72 hours out of the body on surfaces which people have coughed on, etc

· people can pick up the virus by breathing in the droplets or by touching contaminated surfaces and then touching their eyes or mouth


	1, 3, 3
	· Full Covid risk assessment carried out

· Staff informed, trained and supervised in enhanced cleaning measures, new operating systems and new policies and procedures put in place and what is expected of them

· Official NHS QR code posters displayed and each adult will be asked to scan the code as getting off the coach

· Covid signage around the farm reminding staff and customers of the importance of social distancing, wearing face coverings, enhanced hygiene
· Hand sanitiser dispensers outside each picnic barn
	· GL must ensure that all children and adults understand the Covid procedures before visiting and follow them whilst at the farm

· GL must ensure adults come with the correct PPE i.e. face coverings

· GL to ensure no person is to attend the school trip if they, or a member of their household, display signs of Covid 19 symptoms such as high temperature, persistent cough, loss of taste and smell and to avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands


Note:  The figures in the Risk Rating column are:

    
 
 a) How likely is it to happen – 3 likely, 2 unlikely, 1 highly unlikely 

   
  
 b) How severe might the effect be – 3 death or major injury, 2 three day illness or injury, 1 all other illness or injury

   
 
 c) The multiple of a and b giving figures from 1 low risk to 9 extremely high risk (1-2 low risk, 3-4 medium risk and 6-9 high risk) 

   
 The figures are based on the assumption that checks and procedures are in place to reduce any risk.

Reviewed by: Nikki Roberts

Animal Feed Ingredients
Alfalfa Pellets: Analysis: Protein, Fibre, Oil and Ash

Floating Duck Food: Wheat, Maize, Soya, Fish meal, Vegetable oil, Vitamins and minerals

Pig Sow Rolls: Wheat, Wheat feed, Barley, Soya (bean) meal feed stocks, Rape seed meal feed stocks, Sunflower meal feed stocks, Sugar Cane molasses, Calcium carbonate, Soya oil, Mono-Calcium, Phosphate, Sodium Chloride, Moldgard

Please check on arrival for any changes in animal feed.
